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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: language is one of the primary means of human communication, expressed in various
Research Article forms such as written and oral discourse. Persuasion through language represents a

writer’s effort to influence the audience by conveying messages through effective
rhetorical strategies.Farhad Mirza Mo‘tameddoleh, one of the prominent literati and
statesmen during the reign of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar, utilized multiple rhetorical
techniques in most of his works, particularly in his letters addressed to contemporary
dignitaries. His Monsha 'at consists of forty-seven historical and literary letters written in
both ornate and relatively plain styles, containing themes such as the narration of events,
administrative reports, complaints, and requests. Based on the context, the recipient’s
status, and the level of authority, the author employed different rhetorical devices to
achieve persuasion.This study analyzes the forty-seven letters using both qualitative and
quantitative methods. The findings indicate that the rhetorical strategy of “quotation from
poetry and sacred texts” occurs with the highest frequency across all contexts—especially
in political letters addressed to high-ranking figures—demonstrating the author’s attempt
to construct rhetorical authority through intertextuality. Similarly, the high frequency of
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20 September 2025 secondary admonitions and indirect warnings in political letters reflects indirect
persuasive strategies within power relations. In contrast, in friendly letters, techniques
such as self-deprecation and expressions of humility are dominant, reflecting emotional
politeness and face management in interpersonal communication. Furthermore, boasting

Keywords: (self-praise), as an ethos-based strategy, appears primarily in formal political letters and

audience persuasion, less frequently in informal ones.Overall, this analysis reveals that Farhad Mirza’s

rhetorical techniques, Monsha’at is not merely a product of individual literary mastery but also a reflection of

Farhad Mirza, the discursive structures, power relations, and communicative exigencies of his historical

Qajar period, period.
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